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APPOINTMENTS

Project Student — Shola Sky Island Bird Lab, Indian Institute of Science Education Research
(IISER), Tirupati, India

October 2025 — Present | with Dr. VV Robin & Dr. Naman Goyal

e Examining museum specimens at the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) museum to
assess whether phenotypic divergence among bird subspecies corresponds with genetic
differentiation across major Western Ghats barriers.

e Leading a project to identify which functional traits predict levels of genetic differentiation
among Western Ghats bird populations across geographic barriers.

Research Assistant — Nature Conservation Foundation, India

January 2025 — August 2025 | with Dr. Rohit Naniwadekar

e Led study that examined the effects of forest cover, climate and flower abundance on
cashew pollinator communities and foraging activity in the Northern Western Ghats, India

Research Assistant — Department of Environmental Studies, Ashoka University

August 2024 — December 2024 | with Dr. Ghazala Shahabuddin

e Analysis and writing of papers from M.Sc. thesis; published paper in Forest Ecology and
Management. Two more manuscripts in prep.

Research Affiliate — Conservation Initiatives

May 2022 — August 2022 | with Dr. Divya Vasudev & Dr. Meghna Agarwala

e Led study that examined how habitat type and complexity impacts amphibian richness and
composition in Protected Areas, community-managed forests and broomgrass plantations

e Biodiversity inventory of amphibians in Nongkhyllem Wildlife Sanctuary, Meghalaya,
India



EDUCATION

e Wildlife Institute of India-ACSIR, Dehradun, UK, India
M.Sc., Wildlife Science, August 2022 — August 2024
Thesis: The effect of disturbance-induced changes in vegetation structure and arthropod
abundance on mixed-species bird flocks in the oak forests of the Western Himalaya
(Advisors: Dr. Navendu Page, Dr. Priti Bangal, Dr. Ghazala Shahabuddin)

e Ashoka University, Sonipat, HR, India, August 2019 — June 2022
B.Sc. (Hons.), Cum Laude & Dean’s List. Chemistry, Biology & Environmental Studies

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Community ecology, biogeography, evolution, macroecology, ecophysiology, systematics &
taxonomy.

Specific interests: Diversity gradients, community assembly, origins and distributions (historical
biogeography), speciation, phylogenetics, trait-environment relationships, trait evolution,
diversification, ecophysiology and species interactions

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

1. Satish, A., Page, N., Bangal, P. & Shahabuddin, G. (2025). Effects of forest disturbance on
mixed-species bird flocks in Western Himalaya: Role of vegetation structure, arthropod
abundance and insectivore communities. Forest Ecology and Management, 590, 122780
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2025.122780

MANUSCRIPTS IN REVIEW

1. Satish, A., Sadekar, V., Madhu, N., Manimoole, S., Narayanan, H. R., Rege, A., &
Naniwadekar, R. (2025). Effects of forest cover, temperature and flower abundance on cashew
pollinators in the northern Western Ghats, India. Agriculture, Ecosystems & Environment. (In
review). Preprint available at https://doi.org/10.1101/2025.11.11.686480

MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION

1. Satish, A., Page, N., Bangal, P. & Shahabuddin, G. Characteristics of two sympatric mixed-
flock types in Western Himalayan oak forests

2. Satish, A., Page, N., Bangal, P. & Shahabuddin, G. Effect of disturbance on arthropod orders
in Western Himalaya


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2025.122780
https://doi.org/10.1101/2025.11.11.686480

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

o Wildlife Institute of India-Coal India Fellowship (2022-24) (INR 6,00,000): Fully covered
tuition, stipend and thesis research funds for M.Sc. in Wildlife Science at the Wildlife Institute
of India, Dehradun

e Environmental Studies Summer Fellowship grant (June 2022) & Crowd-funding (INR
50,000): Covered field costs of study examining impact of habitat complexity on anuran
diversity and composition in Nongkhyllem Wildlife Sanctuary, Meghalaya, India

CONFERENCES

Presenter:

1. National Symposium on Avian Biology (NSAB), March 2025. Talk: Characteristics of mixed-
species flocks and patterns of species participation in two sympatric mixed-flock types in
Western Himalaya

2. Indian Wildlife Ecology Conference (IWEC), June 2024. Talk: Does arthropod abundance
influence size, richness and composition of mixed-species bird flocks?

Participant:

1. Indian Society of Evolutionary Biologists (ISEB) 6, October 2025
2. Student Conference on Conservation Science (SCCS), Bangalore, 2023
3. Student Conference on Conservation Science (SCCS), Bangalore, 2024

SKILLS

e Software: R, QGIS, EXCEL, MEGA
e Taxonomic identification of reptiles, amphibians, butterflies and birds.
e Handling and morphometry of bird museum specimens.

INTERNSHIPS

Plant-Animal Interactions Lab, Ashoka University, Haryana, India
March 2021 — May 2021 | with Dr. Shivani Krishna

e Project: Experimental testing of effect of hunger level on substrate selection, and
documentation of polymorphism in crab spiders (7Thomisus sp.).



The Liana Trust, Karnataka, India
December 2020 — January 2021 | with herpetologist Mr. Gerry Martin

e Project: Assisted in radio telemetry of Russell's vipers (Daboia russelii) to better understand
their ecology and behaviour in Hunsur, Karnataka

Insect Flight Lab, National Center for Biological Sciences (NCBS), Bangalore, India
June 2019 — August 2019 | with Dr. Sanjay Sane and Ms. Shipra Saxena

e Project: Collated literature on the life cycle and ecology of hawkmoths of Western Ghats, India
as research and educational material. Field collection of hawkmoth specimens in Agumbe
(Central Western Ghats), Karnataka, India.

WORKSHOPS

Bat Taxonomy — Kerala Forest Research Institute (KFRI), March 2025

Snake Taxonomy — NIDUS Explore, August 2020

Lizard Taxonomy — NIDUS Explore, August 2020

Scientific Training on Reptile Management (STORM) — Kalinga Centre for Rainforest
Ecology, December 2019

5. Understanding Lizards — NIDUS Explore, August 2020

o

STUDENT SOCIETIES

BioSoc (Member), Ashoka University (2019-2022)

e (Conducted nature walks around campus to spread awareness on the rich biodiversity of
Sonipat, Haryana.

e Chief contributor to documentation of avian richness and composition (125+ species) around
Ashoka University on eBird hotspot page https://ebird.org/hotspot/L.8645166

e Substantial contributions on iNaturalist

SCI-COMM

e Member at Herp Club: An initiative to popularize and disseminate scientific literature on
reptiles and amphibians through mainstream media


https://ebird.org/hotspot/L8645166

